
 
New England Chapter APWA 

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting – October 14, 2015 
Wayland Public Works Department 

Wayland, MA 
 

Call to Order 
 
a. Nominating Committee – nominations of 2016 Officers and Board of Directors – Merson 

• 2016 Slate of Officers and Directors was read to membership and acted upon, and the Nominating 
Committee wished to nominate Eric Barber to fill the remaining term of MA Director John Westerling 
who was nominated 2nd VP and Kirk Severance who would replace retiring CT Director Peter Lozis. 

• This nomination was passed on a motion by Barrett/Benevento. 
Adjournment 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call – The meeting was called to order by President Merson.  Roll was called.  
 
2. Concerns, etc. – Merson asked if anyone had any concerns, questions or comments regarding anything 
attached to the meeting package.  None. 
 
3. Consent Agenda – These items will be acted on together at their conclusion by a single vote.  Any member wishing to 
have an item removed from the consent portion of the agenda should so suggest prior to the consent item vote. 
 
a. Approval of minutes – September 1, 2015 minutes were reviewed.  No corrections made. 
 
b. Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Connors handed out account balances covering up to and including October 
14th.  The Chapter conferences at a quick glance appear to be in the black.  Still quite a few outstanding 
invoices.  Congress dinner balance to the Chapter was under $1000. 
 
c. Finance Committee – Perry said she was going to try to schedule a meeting for late October. Anyone with 
questions or concerns please let her know.  She welcomes the input. 
  
d. Delegates Report - No report 
 
e. Board Members Report – Stinson said all chapters are going to have to change their recordings from a 
calendar year to a fiscal year.  He said there will be a conference call to clarify what needs to be done to make 
the change.  He discussed the reasons why National was going to a fiscal year and mentioned there would be no 
need for a mid-year report.  He then said that National will be moving their office to downtown KC and the new 
address is #1 Kansas City Place, KC, MO.  There will be a Board meeting in November, so if anyone has 
anything, please give to him asap.   
 
f. Education – Goober reported he received six (6) abstracts for the S & I Conference and is putting together a 
program.  Perry asked Goober if he was planning to have a Committee meeting in November for 2016 
presentations.  He said an email is usually sent to the membership in December. 
 
g. Membership – Garro reported working on a November 1st deadline and anyone with any info needs to 
contact him.  He is dedicating one full page to the 2016 NASC.  The next Chatter won’t be going out until May, 
2016.  The Committee is refreshing the database.  We have lost 3% of our membership and the YP goal is to get 
YP’s to join NEAPWA.  Webb mentioned on the “maps” there is old and new listed and he would like those on 
the active list to talk to neighboring city/towns to join or rejoin.  Garro said he will update maps and lists to 
assist in reaching out.   
 
h. Sponsors – No report. 
 
i. Newsletter – No report. 
 
j. Technical Committee Liaison – Riccio there were no updates from Congress. 
 



k. Fall Conference – Merson thanked the Committee on a great job.  Barrett said it was a good conference. 
 
l. Fall Mechanics – Collins said he’s all set for the 28th in Millbury and thanked McNeil for hosting.  He 
mentioned that there was only an email blast that went out to the membership thus saving money on the USPS.  
Merson mentioned that VT would like to host a Mechanics Workshop and they are working with Sheltra and 
Rabidoux.  Collins mentioned maybe someplace in the western part of MA.  Benevento suggested White River 
Junction. 
 
m. Snow & Ice Conference – Westerling reported event is in three weeks (11/4) at the same location.  He will 
get the flyer to Connors by Friday to mail out and send an email blast. 
 
n. APWA North American Snow Conference – Veselka reported that promotion is going well and the 
committee distributed 900 “Pez dispensers” at the PWX.  They talked to a lot of folks and collected cards that 
were given to National.  In Hartford for 2016, 85% of the floor space is sold.  CASHO Roadeo is 10/15 and they 
will distribute info.  He asked if anyone had or knew of an upcoming event please let him know.  He had a 
meeting with a vendor regarding gifts, etc. and there were some good speaker gifts available.  Collins asked 
about the (NASC) supervisor training scheduled for the Sunday, and did they have to register and was there a 
cost.  Veselka said they did have to register and it would include the training.  He was trying to set up something 
separate and Collins suggested maybe some cities/towns could join together, invest a few dollars each and split 
the tickets. 
 
o. Holiday/EC Board Meeting – Merson reported that due to the Chapter’s financial situation he did not name 
a committee.  Since the finances have turned around there is a possibility of moving back to the CPS at Patriot’s 
Place.  Connors received info (room, menus, etc.), and there are add’l entertainment options.  The EC Board 
would be comped and all others would be charged.  (Spouses, committee chairs, co-chairs, etc.).  A lengthy 
discussion and suggestions ensued.  Patriots are home, hotels could be an issue, may not have choice of another 
location, who to invite, ticket price, etc.  Webb recommended Merson form a committee, put the party off until 
January, but have a December meeting to install officers and directors.  All seemed to agree.  Benevento said he 
would make a quick call to the Seaport to see if something could be arranged on such short notice.  
 
The above consent items were approved on a motion by Webb/Westerling. 
 
4. Action on items removed from the Consent Agenda 
 
 a. Summer Conference – Trahan mentioned the possibility of a three-year contract with the LHI, but 
she had nothing in writing as yet.  She was working with them on the 2016 contract for June 15th-17th.  Merson 
mentioned that the Seacrest had reached out to Benevento 
 
 b. YP Event - Gallagher reported the event will be at Splitsville at Patriot Place on October 27th.  Cost 
is $20 per person which allows 2 hours bowling, food and networking.  He notified the FinCom for support 
and was given the go ahead.  (No formal vote was taken by the Board due to time constraints).  Hoping for at 
least 45 attendees.  Benevento asked if attendees received any type of handout and Gallagher said they will be 
given flyers for NASC and membership.  Yanulis suggested YP’s looking into other websites for other agencies 
and set up a “to do” to look at social media (i.e. Snap, Twitter, etc.). 
 
 c. EC Board Nominations – Veselka asked for the ratification of the 2016 Slate of Officers. 
 
 d. Delegates Nomination – On a motion by Veselka/Hadley it was approved to appoint Quiram as 
Chapter Delegate and Benevento as Alternate for a two year term. 
 
 e. Strategic Planning Meeting – Perry stated the meeting would be held on November 18th at 
O’Connor’s Restaurant in Worcester.  It will begin at (9:00 a.m. with a break for lunch immediately followed by 
the Board of Director’s Meeting.   
 
5. Other Business and Correspondence 
 
 a. Professional Development – Perry talked about Committee Assignments.  Anyone interested please 
let her know.  At a meeting last month of the Executive Committee it was recommended that there be a pairing 



of municipal and private sector co-chairs for each event.  Benevento mentioned that the PPAC was looking for 
folks to move to the Board of Directors, specifically for the State of MA.  A Call for Letters would be 
forthcoming sometime in the beginning of 2016.  Applications would be accepted and reviewed by the PPAC, 
then forwarded to the Chapter Board of Directors for approval.   
  
 b. PWAC – Piacentini reported that the Committee, with Board approval had engaged Gil Santos to be 
the voice of the Chapter’s PSA.  She wanted the Committee to look at the video and had a mtg. scheduled for 
next month to finalize.  Once done, a link will be sent to the membership for use in their own cities and towns 
for use on their cable stations.  Anyone wanting to add-on a personal note to this video specifically for their own 
area, please feel free to do so. 
  
 c. YP’s – See above. 
 
 d. Engagement of current/potential NEAPWA Members – No report 
 
6. Further Business & Correspondence 

• Merson mentioned two Life Time Members – Jack Henebury and J. Timothy Walsh 
• Collins made a recommendation to “scale back” on the Chapter Dinner to just heavy hors d’oeuvres and 

exclude the normal dinner.  He also thought Monday night might be better than the usual Tuesday night.  
Yanulis responded we needed to be sensitive to the sponsors/vendors who took folks out to dinner on 
Monday evenings.  Further discussions to be had when new Committees were in place. 

 
7. Future Meetings and Agenda Items 
    
 ***November 18, 2015 - Strategic Planning/EC Board Meeting – O’Connor’s Restaurant 
 (9:30 a.m. start time). 
  
 December 6, 2015 – Holiday/EC Board of Director’s Meeting – Seaport Hotel, Boston 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Mattscheck/Bechard. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jaqui Connors 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 
 
 


